
Description: 

Cruciplacolithus flavius RoTH, 1970 

Cruciplacolithus 
flavius 

Fig. 5 - Cruciplacolithus flavius n . sp. Paratype J 503 229 [A 819], x 15000, 
proximal view, JOIDES Hole 5, 484' below top, Blake Plateau, W Atlantic. 
Fig. 6 - Cruciplacolithus flavius n . sp. Holotype J 504 107 [A 818], x 15000, 
distal view. JOIDES Hole 5, 445' below top, Blake Plateau, W Atlantic. 

Diagnosis: A small species of Cruciplacolithus with a wide central opening and a slim central 
cross. 

Description : The distal shield is narrow elliptical and contains an outer cycle of 25-30 wedge
shaped elements which are dextrally imbricate. The sutures are inclined clockwise near the 
center and turn sharply counterclockwise peripherally. The inner cycle slopes towards the 
central depression and is built of about the same number of tabular elements as the outer cycle. 
The imbrication is dextral and the suture lines are strongly inclined counterclockwise. The 
cross in the central hole is aligned parallel to the long and short axis of the ellipse. It sometimes 
shows a central ridge and the arms are always very slim. The proximal shield consists of two 
cycles as well. The elements of the outer one, 25-30 in number, are wedge-shaped and dextrally 
imbricate and the suture lines are inclined counterclockwise. The inner cycle has the same 
number of tabular elements sloping towards the central depression with dextral imbrication. 
The sutures are inclined strongly counterclockwise. The ridge on the central cross cannot 
be seen from the proximal side. 

Length: holotype 3.5 fl., paratype 2.5 fl.· 

Remarks: 

This species differs from Cruciplacolithus crux (DEFLANDRE & FERT) n. comb. [ = Discolithus 
crux DEFLANDRE & FERT, 1954, p. 143, pl. 14, fig. 4] in having fewer elements and in being much 
smaller. Cruciplacolithus cruciformis (HAY & TowE) n. comb. [ = Cyathosphaera cruciformis 
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HAY & TowE, 1962, p. 508, pl. 2, fig. 6] is more broadly elliptical; its margin is notched 
and the cross shows a rather large central knob which is not present in Cruciplacolithus flavius 
n. sp. Cruciplacolithus tarquinius RoTH & HAY has a smaller central opening an the inner 
cycle shows a distinctly serrate margin. 

Type level: 

445' below top. Oligocene. 

Type locality: 

JOIDES Hole 5, Lat. 30° 23' N, Long. 80° 08' W, Blake Plateau. 

Distribution: JOIDES Hole 5: From the I. recurvus Zone through the R. laevis Zone. 
JOIDES Hole 6 and Barbados: Cc. margaritae Zone. Alabama: From the E. subdisticha Zone 
through the R. laevis Zone. 

Depository: 

Basle Natural History Museum. Holotype: IMS-J 504107 [A 818]; paratype: IMS-J 503229 
[A 819]. 

Author: 

Roth P. H ., 1970, p. 844; pl. 2, figs. 5, 6. 

Reference: 

Oligocene Calcareous Nannoplankton Biostratigraphy. Eel. geol. Helv., vol. 63, n° 3, pp. 799-881, 
pis. 1-14, text-figs. 1-17. c 
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